
Wickersley St Alban’s C of E Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers,       5th May 2017 
 
School uniform:  
I wrote to you a few weeks ago about some changes from September 2017 to our school uniform, 
including the addition of a school tie. Thank you to those of you who have emailed or talked to us about it: 
we have received 6 emails and have had several conversations with parents regarding the changes. 
Some of the responses have included support for the change, some have included questions for further 
clarification and some of the responses raised concerns. The responses have included:  
 

- Positive comments, with parents agreeing this will look smarter (positive responses from 
both KS1 and KS2). 

- An agreement from some parents that when students look smart this can impact positively 
upon children’s attitude to learning. We agree with this and this is part of the reason we are 
seeking to make the change. We have noticed a direct correlation between a fall in standards of 
uniform with decline in attitudes and respect for some of our pupils. St Albans is always proud of 
our reputation and high standards and we are keen to maintain and improve this, nurturing 
respectful attitudes to learning.  

- Some questions about whether or not the ties will be different for children in different 
‘houses’. This would not be the case. 

- Some responses expressed concern that, without a strict uniform policy, divides would be 
more noticeable. The school wholeheartedly agrees: uniform defines identification; difference 
emphasises social inequalities and creates conflict and barriers. Because standards in uniform 
have slipped recently, this has become more noticeable in St Albans and there have been 
incidents in the playground where children have commented on the differences, particularly 
where some children are not wearing ‘designer’ options.  

- Questions about whether or not girls can continue to wear summer dresses in warm 
months. We would be happy for this to be an option for you and would leave it to your discretion 
in warmer months to decide when this is appropriate, as we do now. 

- Some parents were concerned that we were changing the colour of trousers or skirts to 
black rather than blue. This suggestion had arisen from feedback from a number of parents who 
had told us they find it more expensive to buy navy trousers/ skirts. However, we understand that 
there are mixed views about this change and are happy to reconsider this. 

- Some concerns were raised, particularly from parents of younger children, about the 
practicalities of infant children changing for P.E. if they were wearing a shirt and tie. We 
have listened to your views about this and suggest instead that the school introduces the 
addition of a shirt and tie at KS2 as compulsory uniform but optional at KS1. This will give 
parents at KS1 the option of waiting until KS2 if they feel their child is not ready to wear a shirt 
and tie, or even, for example, choosing the more casual option of polo shirt on P.E days.  

- One parent questioned the choice of black shoes over trainers. Black shoes have always 
been the uniform choice at St Albans. This is not a change to policy. Due to health and safety 
reasons, children should also never use the same footwear for P.E. as they do for the remainder 
of the day in school. 

- Some parents asked if there were expectations about P.E. uniform. There are no proposed 
changes to P.E. uniform. It will remain as t-shirt/ shorts/P.E. pumps or trainers. 

 
Hopefully the information above answers some of your questions. Two parents have suggested that we 
send a questionnaire to parents. I am happy to do this as the school genuinely seeks to work with parents 
and listen to your views. I have therefore provided a simple questionnaire for all parents to complete in 
order to gather a broader contribution. I am conscious that time is moving on and parents need final 
confirmation soon, and therefore I am asking for all questionnaires to be completed and returned to the 
school office by Wednesday 10th May 2017.  
 
Please be in touch if you have any questions about the information provided in this letter.  
 
Kind regards,  
 

Alison Adair (Executive Headteacher) 



Wickersley St Alban’s C of E Primary School 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Questionnaire: school uniform 
 
 
 
Please return by Wednesday 10th May 2017 
 
Name of pupil: 
 
Year group:  
 
 

 Agree  Disagree Neither agree or 
disagree 

I support the 
addition of a school 
tie for KS2 

   

I support the choice 
of a school tie for 
KS1 (optional) 

   

I prefer the option of 
blue trousers/skirts 
 

   

I prefer the option of 
black trousers/skirts 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 


