
One Tiny Mistake Quick Questions
When I received my first magic wand for my twelfth 
birthday, I could not have been more excited. I imagined 
pointing it towards a pile of dirty clothes and having 
them magically cleaned and folded before my eyes. I’d 
dreamed about turning my vegetables invisible so I 
didn’t have to eat them for dinner. I never imagined that 
I would spend the next year of my life trapped inside  
a bottle.

One tiny, little spell gone wrong was all it took to shrink 
me. My family think that I ran away to a school for 
witches. They knew it had always been my dream. What 
they don’t know is that I’ve been here all along; sat on 
the dusty shelf in my old bedroom, tapping on the glass 
and praying that one day they will hear me.

1. Where is the narrator of this story? 

  

2. Did the narrator mean for this to happen? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

  

  

3. What story do you know that has a similar 
theme? 

  

  

4. Sum up the story in 20 words or less. 
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One Tiny Mistake Answers
When I received my first magic wand for my twelfth 
birthday, I could not have been more excited. I imagined 
pointing it towards a pile of dirty clothes and having 
them magically cleaned and folded before my eyes. I’d 
dreamed about turning my vegetables invisible so I 
didn’t have to eat them for dinner. I never imagined that 
I would spend the next year of my life trapped inside  
a bottle.

One tiny, little spell gone wrong was all it took to shrink 
me. My family think that I ran away to a school for 
witches. They knew it had always been my dream. What 
they don’t know is that I’ve been here all along; sat on 
the dusty shelf in my old bedroom, tapping on the glass 
and praying that one day they will hear me.

1. Where is the narrator of this story? 
Accept: (trapped) inside a (glass) bottle. 

2. Did the narrator mean for this to happen? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Accept ‘no’ as the answer, provided that 
evidence from the text has been given in 
support, such as ‘no because they said it was a 
‘spell gone wrong’’. 

3. What story do you know that has a similar 
theme? 
Accept answers which discuss other texts 
which are based on magic, spells gone wrong, 
becoming trapped or no-one knowing where 
you are, e.g. Rapunzel is trapped in a  tower / 
Matilda uses her powers to move items. 

4. Sum up the story in 20 words or less. 
Accept any reasonable summary of the key 
points of the story in 20 words or less, such as 
‘a child does a spell which goes wrong and ends 
up trapped inside a bottle in their bedroom.’
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