“Educating for life in all its fullness”

St Alban’s Handwriting Policy
Why is handwriting important at St Alban’s?
In an age of ever-increasing technology, the importance of keeping the skill of handwriting is
stronger than ever. Handwriting is an essential asset within cultural capital that helps prepare
them for their future success.
The National Handwriting Association point out that legible handwriting that can be produced
comfortably, at speed and with little conscious effort allows a child to attend to the higherlevel aspects of writing composition and content.
The Institute of Physical Activity and Nutrition (IPAN) state that writing by hand appears to
improve our ability to remember things because we have to coordinate verbal and fine
movement systems. Research from Princeton University corroborates this saying
“Handwriting has been linked to tapping into specific areas of the brain that typing does not.”
At St Alban’s we believe after children have been taught how to successfully write, they should
be focusing on idea formation, not letter formation.

Expectations & Modelling
• At St Alban’s we use Nelson Handwriting Scheme.
• Handwriting lessons should be in line with school policy and should build on what has
gone before.
• As handwriting is a movement skill, demonstration by a competent teacher is essential.
• When children practice their handwriting, teachers should observe them carefully and be
ready to intervene with support and encouragement.
• In the early stages of writing, the process is more important than the product.
• Every effort should be made to prevent significant faults becoming ingrained habits that
will be difficult to break.
o Faulty pen/pencil grip
o Incorrect letter formation
o Reversals and inversions
o Poor posture and paper positioning
• Where, appropriate, teachers should be modelling joined handwriting outside of
handwriting practice on lines.
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KS2 Books:
Top Broken Line

Top Solid Line

KS2:
Handwriting = A4 EPSL Books for Handwriting EX04
4mm. Green cover. 32 Pages.
Foundation Subjects = Oversized A4+. Purple Cover.
12mm. Margin.
Literacy Books = Oversized A4+. Yellow Cover.
12mm. Margin.
Bottom Broken Line

Bottom Solid Line

Each piece of work will follow the schools DUMTUM (Date Underline Miss a Line Title
Underline Miss a Line). Y3 which just write the short date in order to maximise handwriting
time.

KS2 Frequency of Lessons:
There will be 3 handwriting lessons per week in Autumn term and 2 lessons per week in
Spring & Summer. Each lesson will last for 10 minutes (approximately).
KS2 Marking:
KS2: During the lessons, children will be asked to reflect on their own handwriting or their
partners. They will use a purple pen if they are reflecting on their own handwriting or a red
pen if someone else is reflecting on their handwriting.
Staff will give instant feedback to pupils during handwriting lessons. This may involve
additional modelling in the pupils books.

Assessment:
KS2: Children will mainly be assessed through their writing assessment. The following are
the yearly statements. Further guidance on year group expectations are in this document.
Y3 = Can mostly join handwriting legibly.
Y4 = Can mostly join handwriting legibly.
Y5 = Can join handwriting legibly.
Y6 = Can join handwriting legibly.
The key to a child achieving these statements are consistency across multiple pieces of
writing. Should a child not be on track to achieve these statements, other strategies will be
put in place to support them.
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An individual assessment should be made on A self-assessment guide should be stuck
the children within the Autumn term.
inside the children’s handwriting books.

Support
• “Write from the Start” scheme to be used an intervention. It is a Programme to Develop
the Fine Motor and Perceptual Skills Necessary for Effective Handwriting.
• Faulty Pencil Grip: An over-tight pencil grip is the most common fault. Crooking of the
forefinger and pressing too hard are common indicators of this. Children should be
encouraged to relax and to hold the pencil lightly between their thumb and their middle
finger, while their forefinger rests lightly on the pencil.
• Incorrect Letter Formation: Children are often able to write letters which are correctly
shaped but which have been produced by incorrect movements. If bad habits of this kind
are allowed to become ingrained, the child will be seriously hampered when he or she
progresses to joined writing. It is important, in the early stages of development that,
▪ All letters are started in the correct place
▪ In general, movements start at the top and go down
▪ Ovals are made with an anti-clockwise movement
• Reversal, inversion and mirror writing: Common problems include,
▪ Reversals: b for d and p for q
▪ Inversions: w for m
▪ Mirror Writing: was for saw
Causes include,
▪ Confusion between left and right
▪ A lack of commitment to one hand
▪ A natural tendency for left-handers to pull the hand across the body
from right to left
▪ A general lack of maturity
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Children with these problems can be helped by increased emphasis on the
writing direction and the consistent use of one hand for writing.
• Left-Handers:
▪ Nelson offers a “how to hold a writing implement correctly” video for
left handed writers.
▪ Many left handers adopt a hooked pencil hold which can result in a
tired grip that affects the quality of their writing. When they begin to
use a pen, their hand can easily smudge the ink as they write.
▪ If a child has already “hooked” a pencil hold, do not force them to
change. Instead, encourage them to angle their paper at 8o to the left.
▪ Right-handed children should not be seated on the left-hand side of a
them as their elbows will collide.
Year Group Expectations

Y3

END OF YEAR 3 EXPECTATIONS
In Year 3, the child has progressed to joining all letters as a matter of course. Capital letters are
used correctly and not joined. There are still some inconsistencies in letter sizing as the child
becomes familiar with joining multiple letters. Handwriting is legible and flows well across the
page and children at this stage are generally fitting more words per line.

Y4
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END OF YEAR 4 EXPECTATIONS
In Year 4, the child has progressed to ensuring writing is neat, fluent and joined. Letter sizes are
consistent and work is neat and clear. Neat, clear handwriting is also used when the child has
‘purple pen edited’ their work to make improvements.

Y5

END OF YEAR 5 EXPECTATIONS
In Year 5, the child has progressed to using a more personal style. Handwriting is still neat, joined
and fluent but the child is making personal adaptations to their writing that allow them to write at
speed.

Y6

END OF YEAR 6 EXPECTATIONS
In Year 6, writing is joined, neat and legible and children use a personal style that means they can
write at speed. The child will consider when it is best to join a letter and when it is quicker not
to. Children in Year 6 must produce neat, joined and fluent writing in order to meet the expected
standard in writing for the end of Key Stage 2.
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Appendix:
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